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Flowers and plants set the stage in the living/dining 
room of Pete Pancel’s penthouse condo designed 
and custom furnished by Catherine Staples Interiors.

IN VERY EARLY SPRING, WHEN WINTER ISN’T QUITE
READY TO RELEASE ITS ICY GRIP, MOST ONTARIANS
DREAM OF A VACATION SOUTH, WHERE BALMY BREEZES
AND SPARKLING OCEAN WATERS WARM EVEN THE MOST
FROSTBITTEN CANADIAN.   Continued on page 54
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PPETE PANCEL, OF CABO VIP RENTALS, is originally 
from northern Ontario but now spends most of the colder months 
in sunny Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Summering in Ontario, with a 
penthouse condo overlooking downtown Barrie and Kempenfelt Bay, 
Pancel lives the best of both worlds and encourages others looking for a 
new cold weather destination to do the same.

Whether it’s the ultimate family vacation, the boys’ golf adventure 
or a girls’ long weekend that you’re dreaming of, Pancel and his team 
in Cabo can make it happen, with a dedicated concierge that plans 
everything from deep sea water fishing, whale watching, sunset cruises, 
golf, sightseeing and hikes to spa and infinity pool relaxation. Perhaps 
because Pancel is so familiar with the perfect assistance a concierge 
provides, he chose a similar approach to his newly-built condo when he 
asked Catherine Staples, of Catherine Staples Interiors, to take 
care of the design.

Pancel left nearly all of the design decisions to Staples, since, as he 
puts it, “She’s a professional.” He was very hands off after several initial 
meetings; they discussed his preferences, she spoke with his two teens 
about what they wanted and, once a theme for the décor was decided, 
he flew off to Cabo for three months to let the team do its work. Staples 
says, “We showed him the space plan and then we came up with a 
preliminary budget that we had to work within.” Continued on page 56

A custom sectional and camel-coloured leather chair 
create a stylish, yet comfortable living area with an 
incredible view of Kempenfelt Bay. OPPOSITE, TOP: The 
condo floor plan. BOTTOM: A contemporary chandelier 
with large glass baubles hangs over a sleek blonde live-
edge dining table with leather seating in the dining room.
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Pancel says, “They came in and just took it and ran with it, while I 
was away.” The condo was finished last May and Pancel didn’t see it at 
all during the process. Instead, he was shown the finished result at a 
reveal party and in his words: “It was awesome.” Staples had selected 
everything Pancel needed, from the toaster and fridge to dishes and 
cutlery; literally, an elegant turnkey service at its finest. Pancel calls it, 
“A plan executed to a T.”

Pancel had heard about Catherine Staples Interiors through word 
of mouth and had seen their work in a variety of commercial and retail 
settings. “They have a really, really great reputation in interior design 
and I was thrilled to have them do the project because I really felt I was 
getting the best company to do it,” Pancel says. “I was super pumped 
that they were able to fit me into their schedule.” He says the project 
came in on time and within budget, and after he’d lived in the condo for 
a few months Staples was still available to come in to add extra items or 
fill empty spaces that he wasn’t quite sure about when he first moved in. 

The condo, a penthouse, has full-length windows along two sides 
with blinds for night privacy as well as three balconies – a large one off 
the living room, one off the kitchen for a barbecue, plus one off Pancel’s 
daughter’s bedroom. The living room has a feature wall built out that 
showcases a fireplace that can be used for heating or just ambience. 
Staples chose a simple custom sectional and a swivel chair strategically 
placed to enjoy the incredible waterfront view and sunshine 
from any angle. 

Square pillars alongside the windows are covered with mirrors to 
enhance the open-concept, airy feel and a rustic bar beside the kitchen 

features wood and metal accents that give a 
subtle beach house vibe. When Staples found 
out Pancel liked playing chess, she surprised 
him with a bar height table and stools beside 
the kitchen window with a built-in chess 
board. Pancel says, “My dad really liked chess 
so I have a sentimental attachment there.”

There are two bedrooms besides the master 
for his children. His daughter’s is traditional 
with a custom white oak four poster bed. His 
son’s room is multi-purpose. Staples explains: 
“In Pancel’s son’s bedroom we designed a 
Murphy bed so if he was entertaining guests 
and they wanted to play video games, the bed 
totally disappears.” Staples added a sliding rail 
door on the room to maximize space inside the 
room and add some warmth as a dark contrast 
to the predominately white colour scheme of 
the rest of the condo.

More contrast comes from the all-black 
entrance door at the end of the white hallway; 
mirrors facing each other on the hallway walls 
cast endless reflections of the person gazing 
into it. Much of the artwork on the walls was 
locally sourced and Staples added whimsical 

Continued on page 58

Every square foot counts. A built-in Murphy bed 
accommodates guests without sacrif icing space.

Upholstered counter barstools with 
nail-head trim add personality to 
this all-white kitchen. A bar-height 
table in the breakfast nook has a 
built-in chess board for the family to 
enjoy. BELOW: The industrial-look 
armoire opens to reveal a fully-
stocked bar with a wine rack.

The son’s room is multi-functional with 
a Murphy bed and lots of storage.
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touches, like a vintage poster of Steve McQueen for a “cool factor” 
and a framed print of the Porsche symbol – a nod to Pancel’s own car. 
Pancel has a home directly across the bay from the condo so Staples has 
commissioned two photos for the bedroom wall showcasing the view 
from the condo to his waterfront home and vice versa. She is very detail 
oriented and pays close attention to her clients’ wishes.

All of the roomy closets come with multi-level organizers to best 
utilize the space, which is usually at a premium in condos. “The closet 
organizers were such a home run, I’d recommend them in all condos,” 
Pancel says. “Every inch is maximized and fully used.” Staples chose low 
platform beds to maximize space and enhance the visual appeal of the 
10-foot ceilings.

Because the condo was just being built when Pancel secured 
Staples’ design services, they were fortunate to be able to dictate 

where cabinetry was installed and where it should be eliminated. 
The standard kitchen pantry was replaced by a metal and wood bar 
imported from North Carolina and an extra set of cabinets were 
mounted flush to the ceiling. “If we come in at the very beginning we’ve 
got the long-term vision,” Staples says. “We don’t have to take out what 
they put in, which costs more money.”

The condo’s location in downtown Barrie means it’s close to 
everything – stores, pubs, restaurants, waterfront – yet it’s also just 
a few minutes from a main highway that leads to the international 
airport in Toronto less than an hour away. The penthouse is roomy, 
at just over 1,800 square feet, and the building has 24-hour security 
for peace of mind, especially for a frequent traveller. The view is 
spectacular. “I felt I was in really good hands and the work speaks for 
itself,” says Pancel.  OH

The incredible view from Pete Pancel’s penthouse condo in downtown 
Barrie. BELOW LEFT: The master bedroom has a platform bed and more 
stunning views. BELOW RIGHT: A custom, white oak four-poster bed in 
the daughter’s room is every girl’s dream. This beautiful room is feminine 
with faux fur, ruffles and mirrored, bedside tables. 
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