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Spring Into Colour
With spring in sight, it’s time to think about a wardrobe 
change — and that includes inside your home. We spoke 
with Barrie’s Catherine Staples of Catherine Staples Interiors 
(catherinestaplesinteriors.com) for her top three trends in 
home decor this spring and summer. 

1. Jewel tones: Buh-bye beige! Embrace emerald green and 
fuchsia pink alongside touches of gold and brass. Don’t want 
to go big? Keep your investment pieces, such as couches 
and chairs, neutral and add a splash of contemporary colour 
via pillows, throws and other accessories.

2. On the llama: “Alpaca wool is everywhere!” Staples 
says. “Chairs, stools, pillows — but with little pops of 
colour.” It’s part of an overall trend toward both texture and 
authentic materials.

3. Fido framed: Forget landscapes and think of the 
creatures on them. “We’re seeing a lot of animal art,” she 
says, “photos of dogs, horses and butterflies. Who doesn’t 
love a dog?”

Declutter with a click
Getting rid of unwanted furnishings, 
electronics, clothing and even cars just 
got easier, thanks to letgo, an app that 
helps you buy and sell locally and across 
North America. Letgo enables users to 

post an item for sale online in seconds by simply 
taking a photo. Using artificial intelligence and image-
recognition technology, the app then automatically 
labels and categorizes the seller’s listing. You can also 
chat online with the sellers. ca.letgo.com.

Fitting advice
Ever faced this nightmare: You’ve bought a stunning new 
sofa, but can’t get it through your front door? Next time, 
ask if your retailer offers design services to take care 
of the doorway (or stairway) math. Or, go online where 
sites such as planyourroom.com help you create a floor 
plan to scale.

Really recharge
When you shut down for the night, do you also plug 
in your smartphone? Then you’ll appreciate this 
nightstand with wireless charging capabilities from 
Ikea. Instead of searching for your charger, simply 
place your phone on the plus-sign symbol and rest 
easy. Note, though, that some phone models may 
require a special case and the red version of the 
night table doesn’t include wireless charging.
SELJE nightstand, $49.99, ikea.ca.
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Driving down a twisty stretch of road on 
Collingwood Street in the east end of Bar-
rie, you could easily pass by a home on the 

south side without noticing it in its secluded setting. 
The classic Hamptons-styled residence, bolstered by 
craftsman pillars and supplied with a triple garage, is 
tucked neatly into the trees above a 150-foot cliff face 
plunging to Kempenfelt Bay. Enter the foyer, however, 
and the dramatic dimensions of what was hidden in 
those trees will instantly take your breath away. 

First, your eyes are swept up the majestic open-
treaded curving staircase. One that Norma Desmond 
(from Sunset Boulevard) would feel comfortable de-
scending for her grand entrance. 

Then your gaze travels inward to the cavernous 
open-concept main floor, rich in architectural details, 
and ever more so in view. Coffered ceilings, wain-

High Above 
the Fray

BY Dawn Ritchie
PhOTOGrAPhY BY MikE GuiLbAuLt
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The stunning carved dining room table, from Elte, 
is paired with slightly more casual upholstered 
seats, in keeping with this couple‘s style. 

In the foyer, a 
detailed console 
table delivers 
a mature 
sophistication to 
the entryway. The 
dark wood against 
white is a theme 
echoed throughout 
the home. 

A tasteful wool rug in the family room 
sets the casual tone. It is topped with 
upholstered chairs, brown leather club 
chairs and a side table. 

home | Barrie
Category title

Text starts here do not start higher 
than this. 

28 | GoodLife  Barrie Edition  March  April 2017

Top of ads



scoting, panelled walls and pillars, eight-inch 
baseboards, transom windows and detailed 
moulding enriches every aspect of the room.

This is the home of long-time Barrie resi-
dents, Nadia and Greg Bell, who have just listed 
the property they dearly love for sale. “We tend 
to move every �ve years or so,” says Nadia. 
“We’re a little ambitious. We get tired of the 
same thing. We like to change it up. But this 
one has been one of my favourites.” Their deci-
sion is to return again to waterfront property, 
leaving behind this fully furnished gem for the 
next buyer to enjoy.

Built in 2009 by builder Rick Black, the 
4,700-square-foot property was the creation 
of architect Tero Malcolm (ISM Architects), 
under the direction of the home's former owner, 
who had requested a Hamptons-styled home 
similar to the beach house seen in the movie 
Something’s Gotta Give. 

A bungalow was on the property previously. 
It was quickly demolished and the land divided 
into two lots: 18 and 23 meters in width. The 
Bells’ residence was built on the larger of the 
two.

Inside, the home is a masterpiece of �ne 
woodworking, with a neutral palette and cozy 
�replace that warms the spirit, but the southern 
side of the home o�ers what may be the �nest 
feature of all, the view.

The entirety of Kempenfelt Bay lies before 
you outside a vast wall of windows. Unfettered 
by trees and buildings, the view of the lake may 
be one of the best in Barrie. The exterior patio, 
complete with a saltwater pool and �repit, �ies 
o� this south wall, surrounded by glass rail-
ings. This impressive vista makes it seem as if 
the lake is just within reach, or at least within 
swimming distance from the patio itself, despite 
the fact that it towers over 100 feet above beach 
level. 

The 2,300-square-foot white concrete patio 
was a mastery of engineering requiring highly 
technical planning for correct wall retention 
in order to conquer the steeply graded ravine 
site. But both in winter and summer, the eyes 
can now feast tirelessly on the spectacular 
panorama.

In Hamptons tradition, the walls throughout 
the interior of the home are bright and fresh 
(Benjamin Moore Pashmina AF-100 and Mari-
time White paint). The kitchen continues with 
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The master bedroom, with its 
private balcony and gas fire 
outlet, is on the upper level. 
The four-poster bed delivers 
elegance, and a walk-in closet 
accommodates his and hers 
wardrobes. The showstopper, 
though, is the five-piece 
limestone ensuite, with its 
full-body shower spray, 
heated floors and sunken tub. 
The level is also home to a 
compact gym.
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LAD I E S FA SH ION & ACCES SOR I E S

117 Dunlop Street, East Downtown Barrie
705.728.2838 ∫ www.janetkemp.ca

A Fresh Mix of Basics & Trends in Contemporary
Classic Styles from Casual to Cocktail
Regular & Petite Sizes 2 to 16.

40 DUNLOP ST. E
705-725-1667
KENZINGTON.CA

Barrie -Bradford-Orillia
@KenzBurgerBar@KenzBurgerBarKenzingtonBurgerBar

SIMCOE’S FAVOURITE BURGERSIMCOE’S FAVOURITE BURGER

this theme, o�ering a sea of white cabinets 
(Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath) punctuated 
by beige and brown touches. The island coun-
tertop is limestone (from Di Pietra Design) 
and the side counters, Caesarstone. An eight-
burner Wolf range and Bosch refrigerator 
with double dishwashers ful�ll all needs, while 
a small walk-in pantry with a second refrigera-
tor is hidden behind doors nearby.

Nadia worked with her good friend and de-
signer Catherine Staples in pulling the interior 
look together. A wide eight-candled chandelier 
already hung in the dining room next to the 
kitchen, but Staples switched out the exist-
ing tiny crystal pendants over the kitchen 
island for large statement pendants (burnished 
Benson Pendants from Restoration Hard-
ware) for extra impact. That singular lighting 
change made all the di�erence in de�ning the 
kitchen area as an equal partner in the home’s 
outstanding design.

Much of the furnishings in the residence 
came from Elte, Restoration Hardware and 
Staples' own design boutique in Barrie. The 
stunning carved dining table is from Elte, 
with slightly more casual upholstered seats 
in keeping with Hamptons style. In the foyer, 
a marvellously detailed console table (Staples 
Design) delivers a mature sophistication to the 
entryway. This dark-wood-against-white is a 
theme echoed throughout the home and deliv-
ers a striking relief from the pale walls.

A tasteful light-coloured wool rug in the 
family room sets the casual tone (from the 
Jaipur Jaimak collection). It is topped with 
upholstered chairs from Lee Industries, brown 
leather club chairs from Restoration Hard-
ware and a side table from Stanley Furniture 
sourced through Staples Design Group. 

A substantial Bernhardt Vintage Patina cof-
fee table in the centre o�ers plenty of room to 
toss art books. Next to it sits a seagrass wing-
back chair from Pottery Barn, which marries 
nicely with the jute rugs and stair treads found 
throughout the home.

Within sight of the great room lies the 
study, which stays true to the home’s overall 
style with tasteful dark wood furnishings and 
minimal artwork, save for the collection of 
family photographs.

All stereo ampli�ers, turntables, sound 
systems and media equipment throughout the 
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www.bsoblowdry.com

• 411 Bay�eld St.705-792-6607
• 516 Bryne Dr.705-792-2363

The kitchen offers a sea of white cabinets punctuated 
by beige and brown touches. Large statement pendants 

replaced the existing crystal ones over the island

The home is a masterpiece of �ne woodworking and a neutral palette that 
is echoed throughout, including the tasteful guest washroom, with its 
glass-enclosed shower and vanity area.

YourHome.
YourTaste.

Custom
Basement
Finishing
Call to arrange
a free, in-home
consultation and
detailedwritten
estimate today,
and get ready to
enjoy the kitchen
of your dreams!

Bathroom
Reno
• Cultured stone
�replace surround

• Kitchen& bathroom
re-modelling

• Basement �nishing.
A/C and �replaces

• Backsplash and
crown molding

Let us create a look that’s just your style
with a quality custom home renovation.

leacontracting@gmail.com
705-790-2496

LEA
Call or email for
a FREE Estimate

CONTRACTING
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84 Dunlop Street E., Barrie

705-739-0990
www.bravo�nelingerie.com

BRA FITTING & PROSTHETICS
PROFESSIONALS

COME IN AND GET
THE FIT YOU DESERVE

Clothing • Fashion Jewelry • Accessories
25 Dunlop St. East • 705.481.1231
www.zuzufashionboutique.com @zuzubarrie

Do you know the Code?

Code Vitesse that is. If you haven’t
discovered this iconic Canadian line,
you need to.

Weddings. Work. Travel. Today.

It truly is “Any-Wear. Every-Wear”

Meet Iram Sheikh, Code V creative
genius, as we celebrate and launch the
Spring 2017 Collection on Saturday March 11.

Watch our website for details

home are concealed behind doors to eliminate 

the blight of unsightly wires and blinking 

lights. Everything runs on remote controls. 

The main �oor also o�ers two full-size 

bedrooms with upholstered headboard, while 

the master, with its private balcony and gas 

�re outlet, resides on the upper level. Its 

four-poster Elte bed delivers elegance, and 

a true walk-in closet o� the master accom-

modates his and hers wardrobes. The piece de 

résistance however is the �ve-piece limestone 

en suite bathroom, with its humongous full 

body spray shower, heated �oors and sunken 

Neptune soaker tub that serves up breathtak-

ing views of the bay to bathe by. 

The second level also houses the primary 

laundry room (all appliances again hidden 

behind doors) and a compact �tness room.

In keeping with the style of the main and 

upper levels of the home, the Bells decided to 

renovate the un�nished basement, turning it 

into recreation heaven with the same attention 

to detailing that the main level possessed.

Panelled walls, co�ered ceilings and wide 

windows with transoms keep the space bright 

and inviting. A generous sectional lounge 

from Elte faces the home theatre, ensconced 

in media cabinetry, and a full-service bar with 

refrigerator and Monogram wine fridge stands 

at the ready for entertaining. Despite all these 

furnishings, the basement remains spacious 

enough to accommodate a billiards or shu�e-

board table in future. 

Directly o� the downstairs theater area lies 

a generous bedroom with luxurious en suite 

that would rival any upscale master bedroom. 

This welcome respite for guests contains seat-

ing and an armoire, also from Elte.

“It’s just a great entertaining home,” says 

Nadia. “Between the view and all the seating 

area outside and the �repit, it’s a great family 

home. A pretty home.” But still, the Bells are 

ready to move on. “Our last house was the ex-

act opposite,” she says. “We had a French Cha-

teau style before.” And next they are thinking 

about a Cape Cod look. “We might build,” says 

Nadia, “but de�nitely, after this, we’re looking 

for something casual and bright. With lots of 

windows.” 
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